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Frank Lawrence calls it a day at DCQ

Long -time stalwart of the Desert Uplands Committee,
and former chair, Frank Lawrence was farewelled from
the board of Desert Channels Queensland at their recent

meeting in Longreach.

For several years Frank was the Desert Uplands repre-
sentative on the board of Desert Channels Queensland.
Desert Channels Queensland (DCQ) is the regional body
charged with working with the community of the Queen-
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FROM THE (ARM) CHAIR

Great news that we now have a Com-
munication Officer (Hannah) and the
newsletters will start to circulate again!

There is certainly a huge amount of ac-
tion around the office and the wheels
are once again running smoothly.

The Desert Uplands Committee was
successful with a submission to the
Blueprint for the Bush Weed Program
and obtained $440,000 to cover the
seven Shire Councils within the Desert
Uplands Bioregion. Not as much as we
applied for, however enough to get land-
holders started on, or to continue, weed
control. (see page 5)

The Information Days will be happening
shortly starting on the 16™ April through
to the 21 April, weather permitting. |
will be attending the six meetings and
look forward to meeting you all at your
particular venue. So many properties
have changed hands over the last few
years and there are many people | have-
nét met .

Will Green (DUC Project Officer) isin
the DPI Office in Charters Towers doing
project work and many other tasks such
as Envirofund and is available if you re-
quire assistance with Envirofund or any
other issue. DUC can sponsor your ap-
plication so make good use of Willl,

My husband Bob and | attended the Pe-
ter Andrewbs field
Course 110km north from Charters Tow-
ers on Saturday 3" March. The day was

hosted by The Three Rivers and Dalrym-
ple Landcare Groups and funded by
Burdekin Dry Tropics NRM. We were
very pleased that we made the effort to
travel from Aramac up north. (see page
11)

The DUC, at present, mostly consists of
landholders situated in the middle of the
DU Region. This is not an adequate or
fair distribution of membership. If your
area is not represented on the Commit-
tee your issues may not be addressed to
your satisfaction. We do structure our
projects to requests from the community,
however, | urge you to give some seri-
ous thought to becoming a member of
the Committee. Many of us have been
there for twelve years and it is only fair
that the burden be shared and the Com-
mittee continue to acquire funding to the
DU Bioregion.

| hope you have had good rain and that
there is more to come, especially those
fai

who havenot r ed

Lesley Marshall
Chair

W
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From the
(Un)Coordinator(ed)-
Rob Cameron

Wow time flies. It is just 10 months since | com-
menced work for the Desert Uplands Commit-
tee, but it seems like | walked in the door yes-
terday.

So much has happened since that first day and
here is our first newsletter in 9 months. Jane
Dickson was the editor for the last one and then
she went back to being a committee member,
(and mother to a new baby boy!). At the begin-
ning of June last year, the Committee found it-
self with a whole new complement of staff of
which | am now the longest running serving
member. So there has been a rebuilding period
and a huge learning curve for the new staff with
old projects to acquit and new ones to imple-
ment. With all the work and learning happening,
unfortunately there has been little time to think
of newsletter. Enter Hannah Whiteaker, our
new Communication Officer. Within three
weeks of being employed she has this newslet-
ter ready for distribution and the only thing hold-
ing everything up is the Coordinator because he
is the last one to write his report!

The last 9 months since the last newsletter has
been very challenging for the committee and
new staff. There has been a lot of work trying to
acquit several projects due for completion, such
as, Social Research, Desert Steps, and Ad-
vancing On Ground Nature Conservation 05-06.
As well as this we have had the challenge of
starting new projects such as the BDT funded
Landscape Linkages, and Capacity Building
Projects, the Desert Channels Queensland,
Southern Gulf Catchments, and Qantas funded
Advancing On Ground Nature Conservation 06
round and the DCQ funded Information Days, -
all this while trying to learn the general opera-
tion of the DU and gain the experience and ex-
pertise needed to be able to complete our work

properly.
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| would like to acknowledge the work of my
staff, Will Green and Andrea Lingard. They
have both worked some very long hard hours to
complete the work that has needed to be done
in such a short time. Over the last 8 to 10
months the new staff have had to learn the
ropes without any experienced staff to assist.
More recently we have been lucky to be able to
employ Communication Officer Hannah
Whiteaker. Her ability and enthusiasm will con-
solidate the ability Desert Uplands staff and the
Committee has for delivering our objectives.
The Desert Uplands Committee has been very
lucky to have employed these very committed
staff members, who with some excellent backup
from the committee have continued the good
work of the past 12 years since the organiza-
tionsd inception.

| would also like to mention the Committee as
well. These are a group of people who spend a
lot of their own time working for no return, just
for the cause of the Desert Uplands area and its
people. It is a pleasure to be associated with
this forward thinking proactive organization.

Now that the present staff have settled in to
their jobs the future will see the Desert Uplands
Committee become a very efficient community
implementation body and will consolidate on the
reputation that we have for delivering support
and encouragement to the community for a bal-
ance of good NRM, capacity building and pro-
duction outcomes.

Rob Cameron
Coordinator
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BURDEKIN DRY : ,
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Susta ininy our resources Australian Centre for Tropical Freshwater Research

During Februaryo6s 6bi gBumekin desticidgshrhples were adlletteddronv tbel
teers collected water samples from the major watétaughton River and Barratta Creek systems, as well
ways of the Burdekin Dry Tropics Region, includirag some of the smaller irrigation channels.

the Burdekin River and its tributaries, as well as the

coastal catchments between Giru and Bowen. ASAh€e TFR6s Dr St ephen Lewis
majority of sediment and nutrients are transportectollected from the Burdekin River flood plume to
during major flood events, volunteers collect saminvestigate the biological, physical and chemical
ples from the rising, peak and falling stages of rivemake up of the river discharge over this gradient.

flow. AFrom this data we can ur
restrial materials being transported from the Burde-
The data collected will identify swtatchmentsk i n  Ri ver into the Great

within the region that contribute the highest concsaid.

trations and loads of sediment and nutrients. This

will assist Burdekin Dry Tropics Natural Resourfiel n  t-ykae his&flcal record for the Burdekin
Management (BDTNRM) to prioritise funding f®®i ver , this yeards flow
onground actions to address the loss of vital swilth larger events in the past known to have caused
and nutrients within fheodaptbmensntredc&hiaagens
cane farmers from the Burdekin are currently woklewis said.

ing with BDTNRM to identify best management

practices that will deliver water quality improve-

ments, 0 said I an Dight, BDTNRM6s Coast al Cat ch
ments Initiative Program Manager. Data fromwaiehe o6 Bur dekin Community V
guality monitoring and the BMP guidelines will in-n g 6

form the devel opment o projeBtvashefRadished iM2DA2dy ACORRa | i t y
Improvement Plan, to be released later this year. for Burdekin Dry Tropics NRM.

Although researchers from the Australian Centre for
Tropical Freshwater Research (ACTFR) James
Cook University have been working with grazier
and cane farmer volunteers to collect samples over ,
the past four wet seasons, the recent rains have
caused the largest river flows in the region since the
commencement of the project, with major flooding
causing roads to be cut throughout the catchment.

AThe volunteer net wor k

throughout the sizable Burdekin catchment, from
Greenvale in the north to Alpha in the south, suc-
cessfully sampled this catchmemide rainfall

event, with many volunteers remarking that the re-
sulting river flows are the largest seen in over a dec-
adeo said Zoe Bainbridge, project coordinator.

Burdekin River in flood, 2nd February
at Macrossan Bridge, Flinders Highway

In the more intensive land use areas of the lower
4
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DESERT UPLANDS BLUEPRINT
FOR THE BUSH WEED PROJECT.

As stated in the Chairés col umn, DUC was s
across the seven shires in the Desert Uplands Bioregion.

The proposal put to the Government was to utilise the Rural Lands Officers (RLOs) currently em
ployed by the Shire Councils to organise the weed control measures. These are the people w
know the strategic areas that need to be treated. The idea behind this was to use already availz
resources and not employ a Project Officer from DUC therefore allowing more dollars to reach o
ground activity.

All seven shire councils contributed to, and supported the proposal. They will supply the RLO, ca
and internal administration costs for the project. The shire councils will be able to use 30% of the
allocated funding on stock routes and town commons in the Desert Uplands Region and the r
mainder will go to landholders. The RLOs will contact landholders, organise spraying contractor:
and monitor progress of the work undertaken whilst the landholders will supply chemical and die
sel.

There will be a Management Agreement with landholders committing them to continuing treat:
ment after the completion of funding. Landholders will also be responsible for filling in a diary to
follow the progress of the treatments and take before, during and after photos at the same GPS
cation. This will allow concise reporting to the Government and also assist with the mapping o
weeds on properties if landholders are willing to mark on their property map the location of an
known weeds.

The DUC will be responsible for reporting to the Regional Body, DCQ, and DCQ will then have to
report to Government. A very clumsy process but it is one that the State Government is determine
to follow in its stated support for the Regional Body process.

Each council will receive an equal amount of the funding for the duration of the project which runs
for two (2) years. The two regional bodies, Desert Channels Queensland and Burdekin Dry Troj
ics NRM, both supported and contributed financially to the project. Letters of support were alsc
supplied by Central Highlands Natural Resource Management Group, Aramac Landcare Grou
Rural Lands Officers, Natural Resources and Water, Emerald and Blackall. Our thanks to all wh
contributed and supported the project.

The seven shires are Blackall, Barcaldine, Jericho, Aramac, Flinders, Dalrymple and Belyando.

| hope we can make this work as other funding may be available in the future and the success of
this project could influence whether or not we access further funding
5
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Improving Water Quality

ACTFR
Australian Centre for Tropical Freshwater Research

Burdekin Dry Tropics Natural Resource Man-
agement (BDTNRM) body is currently develop-
ing a Water Quality Improvement Plan (WQIP)
for the Burdekin region. Part of the WQIP in-
volves the development of agreed management
practices to attain a reduction in sediments and

nutrients leaving grazing lands.

After a lengthy research phase, consultation
with science providers and a pilot grazier work-
shop, draft guidelines for the best possible
management of frontage and rangeland country
have been developed. To ensure that these
guidelines are industry agreed, practical and
financially viable it is essential that we receive

further grazier input.

The draft guidelines document has been de-
signed specifically to capture your thoughts
on each of the recommendations. Your

feedback is very important.

Grazier involvement in this process is essential
for these guidelines to be of use. As a conse-
guence of grazier involvement to date, the draft
guidelines now include a greater range of flexi-
ble management options and real-life case
studies. Rather then providing prescriptive
guidelines, the focus has been more on man-

agement strategies and options that are based
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In The Burdekin

around managing for land condition indicators
such as ground cover, pasture yield, bank con
dition, DPI&F ABCDs of land condition etc.

It is anticipated that these guidelines will be
used by the BDTNRM to promote sustainable
grazing practices within the Burdekin, direct in-
centive funding as part of their regional invest-
ment strategy and contribute to a wider WQIP

for the Burdekin Catchment.

Over the next few weeks | will be travelling
through the Burdekin and | am more then happy
to undertake either individual or group grazier
visits on-property to discuss proposed manage-

ment strategies.

Further information (including a copy of the
draft guidelines) can be obtained from the web
www.bdtnrm.org.au/cci/grazinglands/ or | can
be 07 4781 6708

Tom.Coughlin@jcu.edu.au

contacted on or

Tom Coughlin
Grazing Lands Project Officer

Australian Centre for Tropical Freshwater Research

James Cook University.

BURDEKIN DRY
TROPICS NRM

Sustaining our resources

-


http://www.bdtnrm.org.au/cci/grazinglands/
mailto:Tom.Coughlin@jcu.edu.au

DESERT UPLANDS NEWS ISSUE 1, 2007

Updating our database

Do you receive other peoples mail?
Are we sending you mail to more than one property that you own?
Do we send i nformation to a property

O ﬂ,
@/ Recently, we at the Desert Uplands Office, have noticed that our
database needs to be updated and to do this we need your help.

Our database contains all the information about the different properties in
our region and who owns them. Currently some of this data is not correct.

Inside this edition of the newsletter is a form and prepaid envelope which we
request that you complete and return so we can ensure that you don't receive
duplicate mailings and that we have the correct information for each prop-
erty.

There have been some people who have already informed us of changes to
their circumstances and to those people we thank you.

wh e

Applications close
Friday 27" Apri

(0)eiiro

For more information please contact the
Desert Uplands Office
Tel: 1800 007 807
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Overwhelming Response to the

Landscape Linkages

The Desert Uplands Committee received an
overwhelming response to the Landscape
Linkages tender with landholders offering to
place 164,296 hectares of remnant vegeta-
tion under management agreements.

After two bidding rounds and selecting the
most cost-effective options, fifteen landhold-
ers have signed voluntary conservation
agreements under the Landscape Linkages
tender and have been contracted to protect
and enhance approximately 85, 207 hec-
tares (just over half the total offered) of rem-
nant vegetation in the southern Desert Up-
lands.

Landholders offered a high diversity of
country, under management agreements,
from open woodlands to range country and
a variety of Endangered, Of Concern and
Not of Concern vegetation types were in-
cluded in these areas.

Under the Landscape Linkages agreement
DUC and Ilandholders negotiate terms
aimed at managing biodiversity values while
allowing for production. The use of land and
the way in which it is managed in many
cases will not change significantly.

SRR
action
Salinity & Water
AUSTRALIA

BURDEKIN DRY
TROPICS NRM

Sustaining our resources

Landholders entering into the management
agreement with DUC receive an up-front
partial payment, with annual payments for
the fixed term of the agreement.

Annual payments are dependent upon re-
ceipt of photographic evidence of good bio-
diversity condition (e.g. a minimum of pas-
ture biomass level at the end of dry that will
meet biodiversity and conservation out-
comes).

Progress will be monitored through field vis-
its over the next 2 years and we will pass on
developments through articles in future edi-
tions.

Andrea Lingard
Project Officer

Project Officer Will Green cutting and weighing
grass

fiy

i

Natural Heritage Trust

Meiping Commuunitier Helping Augiralia

—

A Commonwealth Goverament [nitiative
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Property Management Planning

In December 2006 funding was secured from
the Burdekin Dry Tropics NRM for the Desert
Uplands Committee to coordinate a new pro-
ject. This project has been designed as a ca-
pacity building exercise, where the primary ob-
jective of the project will be to provide training
and workshops for landholders throughout the
Desert Uplands to improve their management
skills and make informed management deci-
sions pertaining to NRM issues in the Desert
Uplands area.

The work shops that will be run during the
course of the project will address a number of
management issues that the Desert Uplands
Committee have previously identified as areas
that landholders have shown interest in and
would like to increase their knowledge of.

Examples of the types of workshops that will
be run include;
Climate workshops
DPI run Grazing Land Management work-
shops
GIS courses
GPS courses
Property mapping workshops
On property field days (demonstrating suc-
cessful NRM activities)
One on one property visits to inform land-
holders of current issues, courses and an-
swer any questions

Another aspect of this project will aim to ad-
dress environmental issues by offering incen-
tive payments on properties on the eastern
side of the Desert Uplands region, which in-
cludes those properties within the Belyando
and Cape River catchments. Advertising for
these grants was done in January with a high
level of participation, applicants will be made
aware of the application status in late March.

At this stage of the project | am planning a
number of training activities for the following

months and would appreciate any expressions
of interest for the above workshops for the pur-
pose of planning locations and timing of activi-
ties. Please feel free to call me and let me
know what interests you.

William Green
Project Officer

To contact me my details are:
Ph - 0754 6119

M - 0428 511 060

DU Office - 1800 007 807

E-mail - william.green@dpi.qgld.gov.au

Watering site Maynard Station
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ADVANCING ON GROUND NATURE
CONSERVATION PROJECTS

The Desert Uplands BuHdp and DevelopmenbU, in the next few months, so keep an eye on

Strategy Committee (DUBDSC) has been ryour mail box and contact the helpful staff at the

ning The Advancing On Ground Nature ConsBtdBDSC office with your expression of inter-

vation (AOGNC) program since 1999 and to tbi.

point in time has been a huge success. Funding

for the many rounds of this program has mai@yHER ON GROUND FUNDING

come from National Heritage Trust through the

three Regional Bodies that the Desert Uplaiitie DUBDSC has also been very successful in

transects, being Desert Channels Qld (DC@Qphning on ground works through the National

Burdekin Dry Tropics NRM (BDTNRM), and.andcare Program (NLP) and Envirofund.

Southern Gulf Catchments (SGC), and a small

amount from Qantas. Envirofund applications can be submitted now
with the closing of applications being"2Bypril.

This project provides funds to landholders for

onground works that will actively protect, reWe have also applied for funding for on ground

store or assist with better land managemeobonservation works under NLP. If this is suc-

native vegetation and waterways, and enharessful we will be looking to open this round of

available habitats. funding in July.

ON-GROUND WORKS COVERED UN- Over 35% of landholders in the Desert Uplands
DER THIS PROJECT: bioregion have applied to participate in conser-
Fencingi to restrict stock access and allowation projects with the DUBDSC since 1999.
strategic spelling of fragile areas and soil type®f this approximately 120 applications have
Stock watering point$ installation or reloca- been funded and managed by the DUBDSC with
tion of watering points to decrease stock inmmeasurable success.

pacts on riparian areas, wetlands or springs.
Weed and pest contrdl including burning to
reduce woody tree or weed thickening.
Other infrastructure or works that maintain or
enhance the natural value of an area

Rob Cameron
Coordinator

Seventyseven projects have been run under the
AOGNC rounds so far and 25 more applications
are to be assessed shortly under a round being
funded by BDTNRM for the Burdekin Belyando
catchments area.

We will be opening another round of AOGNC LaD"e area pertSthd g.“e to
for the western, or Lake Eyre basin side of the esert plands funding

10
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PETER ANDREWS
NATURAL SEQUENCE FARMING (NFS) FIELD DAY

On Friday 2 nd March Bob and | travelled to the Ewan Racecourse 110km north from

Charters Towers up the Lynd Highway for a field day on the 3  rd March.

Having just finished reading Peterds book 0
meet and listen to the author.

Peter is a very unassuming character with loads of patience and is totally committed

to what he so passionately believes in. For someone so adamant in what he believes

he also continually cautions his audience not to rush home and begin tearing up the
country. Il f you get it wrong you wil/| have
urges his audience to try small experiments first to learn about your landscape.

o \d R s ) ‘While NSF may seem to be a simple concept it is
Vot ke S W really quite complex and Peter gives no open and
shut solutions to problems on a piece of country that
is unfamiliar to him. Rather, he explains the meth-
odologies he uses on his property and tells you to get
out the gum boots and wander around your paddocks
while the rain is falling and see where the water
p-r gl LA A runs. While there is nothing new about using con-
S o v v tour banks, utilising the hydrology of land to spread
Bob Marshall at the field day fertility is interesting. He also believes in starting at
the top of the landscape, fixing that and then you will achieve a flow on effect down
slope. He also demonstrated in a shallow running creek how to control water and de -

energise water by using it against itself.
o RS R G
Al | Peterds i deas canr%t T%gDéséﬂbﬁléna%taﬁg%e’

and | urge anyone, if they have the
a Pet eCommittee e wd s

opportunity, to atten
field day. You can always learn something )
new and increasing the productivity is very Would like to Congratma%
near and dear to all l%ndh\?alnélgrfdsf\l%ellﬁ)?cﬁsrortl%'
It would be a tremendous help if you could On the birth of their baby %y,
read oBack from the Brinko bgfol\[.i gou

en Nickolas

attend. It helps you understand the
concepts.

RIS

Born on*Hebruary.

Bob and | are convinced that the man has \ We wish them every happin% for tl
something!
future.

&,
Lesley Marshall 3 &&&&&&&&&%&&

o
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L FUTURE FARMERS
F.

NETWORK
eyoung people creating prosperous Ffutures

The Future Farmers Network is active in connecting young people in rural industries right across Australia. An email
discussion forum lets people hear about opportunities, awards, funding and projects across industries and along the
food and fibre supply chain. It's also a place where young people can post an issue or a question and get replies
from around Australia. The Network has funding through the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry to run
a forum in every State and Territory before the end of May through an Industry Partnerships Grant with

the Queensland Forum being held at Gordon Downs, via Emerald on Saturday, 21 April.

B e w@r

e —

Join other young people & Future Farmers

FFN Property Tour & BBQ

Gordon Downs, 45km NE of Emerald on Saturday, 21 April 2007

2.00pm: Gather at Gordon Downs homestead
2.307 5.30pm: Interaction between Agriculture & Mining Property Tour

53071 6.00pm:6 Why | 6ve st &geeado6f5 mioutepresentations fromyoung people
involved in ag & rural industries.

6.00pm till late: BBQ - $3 FFN financial members; $10 non members.
Soft drinks available. Please BYO beer & swags.

Please RSVP by calling one of the organisers by Friday, 13 April. A free bus from major centres such as Biloela &
Rockhampton will be supplied by our sponsors if there are sufficient numbers.

Delphine Bentley Ph: 0428 101 303 Joanne Rodney Ph: 0427 719 299
Wedre here to stayéhow about YOU?
www.futurefarmers.com.au

RIO Sl s
N P it | K =

FITZROY BASIN ASSOCIATION

12
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THE NEWEST MEMBER OF THE TEAM i

I
/N

\/
\/
\r
v Hannah Whiteaker

\}/

V Communication Officer

\}/

N
/;\
N
/N
N
\d/ | was born in 1982 and spent the first 22 years 0
‘\‘/ of my life in Worcestershire England (yes, that
5 is where the sauce comes from). | completed
" studying when | was nineteen and then went
Vontodoa management training course which
\l . .

" eventually led to me being a Customer Service
V" Manager for the largest retailer in the UK.

| T I
\\/ /N

|
/\
I
/N
I
/N
|
/N

I
/\

I
/N

\ After Christmas 2004 | decided | needed a change so after spending lots of time surfing A
V' the web, | packed up my flat and flew to Australia in May 2005. My original reason for N
\V coming to Australia was to work with horses and | spent the first three months of my N
" time here working on a polo farm in Western Australia. After that | got offered a months AN
\ mustering in Jericho Shire which | took because who could pass on the opportunity to N
' become a cowgirl! This was the start of my love of the central west and | ended up spend- N
W ing the rest of my time in Australia around Aramac, working on stations. N
\}/ /;\
\»When my visa ran out | returned to England, via New Zealand and Fiji, and worked for A
7 the Local Education Authority doing finance at a high school. On my return to Australia, /N
\7in September last year, | returned to the station in Jericho Shire where | have worked A
\»until | applied for the job at the Desert Uplands Committee. A
\1/ n
"Lots of people ask me why | stay in this ‘@rea

v people, the sense of community, how friendly and supportive everyone is, the weather,

| the huge sky, and | have great friends and people that | class as my Australian family. "

I
/N

\VI(“)m even managing to |live with the threat/;\of S
|, est phobia. N

\\/ |

1, When my family in England discovered what my new job was they thought it was great /‘;;\

., and anyone who knows me will understand why. | have a bit of a talking problem, | even ‘
J, talk in my sleep, so what could be better than a communication job! ‘

~_ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
E e e i - S _ T s

=

15th - 17t May 2007

Please RSVP to Sonia Sallur Tel: 4754 6118
by 27h April
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The Western Queensland Regional Beef Re-
search Committee (WQRBRC) is a link be-
tween producers and research providers, fund-
ing providers and MLA. WQRBRC covers a
large proportion of western Queensland, cover-
ing shires from Boulia and Flinders, south to the
NSW border and the Murweh Shire.

WQRBRC is primarily made up of committed
beef producers, as well as representatives from
corporate companies (eg. NAPCo), and R & D
organizations such as DPI&F, NRM, CSIRO
and the universities.

WQRBRC has the most diverse range of land
systems of any RBRC area, so as a Committee
cannot be all things to all producers but with
producer groups and individual input, we can
only try.

The intent is not to have individuals promoting
their own interest or agenda but to represent
and report to a larger group or organisation.

The RBRCOGs are part
Beef Research Council (NABRC). WQRBRC
was formed in 1997 under the umbrella of
NABRC, to provide a forum for all sections of
the western Queensland beef industry to con-
tribute to the development and implementation
of research and extension activities in the re-
gion.

o foecretay or WRRBRCt h e r n
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Specifically, the role of WQRBRC is to:

1 Provide a forum for all sections of the west-
ern Queensland beef industry to contribute
to the development and implementation of
research and extension activities in the re-
gion.

1 Identify and prioritise requirements for beef
industry research and extension.

1 Contribute to the development of projects
and programs.

1 Monitor and advise on the progress of re-
search, development and extension activi-
ties.

1 Facilitate the dissemination of new technolo-
gies to industry and provide feedback on
their adoption.

Desiree Jackson
Austr al

Producer rep from the Desert Uplands sought

We are currently looking for a producer rep from the Desert Uplands to serve on our Committee.
If you would like more information please contact Désirée Jackson, Secretary for WQRBRC, on
46 584423 or mobile 0428 107 885. If you would like to have an input into research and exten-
sion for the Desert Uplands, then you need to have a representative on the Committee.
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WaterWise Rebate Scheme
Extended Statewide

Since November last year all Queenslanders have been able to take part in the State
Governments WaterWise Rebate Scheme. This allows people to apply for cash re-
bates on rain water tanks that are purchased on or between 16 August 2006 and 30
June 2009 as long as they can provide the original proof of purchase. Purchasers
are also able to claim rebates, at varying rates, on other water saving devices such
as dual flush toilets, water efficient washing machines, showerheads and pool cov-
ers.

What Does The Rainwater Tank Rebate Cover?
A rebate of up to $1000 is available for the purchase and installation of home rain-
water storages including installation, pumps, diverters and slabs.

What You Need To Be Aware Of To Claim A Rebate.

To be eligible for rebate, rainwater tanks must meet relevant Australian standards
and local council requirements.

The rebate available is up to $1000 per household, regardless of the number of
tanks installed.

The rebate is only available once the tank(s) is installed and operational.

Further the rebate is only for a tank attached to a house (collecting water off the
roof) you cannot claim it for a new tank in a paddock.

For more information contact the
Queensland Government Hotline Tel: 1800 243 585

............................................................................................................................. -
I -

TUESDAY APRIL 3 RP BELYANDO CROSSING 8

TUESDAY JUNE 19 ™ ARAMAC ¥

TUESDAY AUGUST 21 °T  PENTLAND N

i TUESDAY OCTOBER 2 P BARCALDINE i
i (AGM) 1
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 27 ™ BARCALDINE i

L e e e v Dates and venues will be confirmed before each meeting i
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